
Prepared by: Cassandra Shirk 

Lesson title/topic: Don’t Spell it Like it Sounds  Grade: Kindergarten 

Subject area: English Language Arts (Phonics and 
Spelling) 

Date: 4/23/2013 Time available: 15-30 mins for 
independent/group study 

STANDARDS/OUTCOMES addressed in this lesson: 

COMMON CORE STANDARDS 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.K.1b Recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by specific 
sequences of letters. 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.K.2 Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds 
(phonemes). 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.K.2e Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes) in simple, one-syllable words 
to make new words. 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.K.3b Associate the long and short sounds with the common spellings (graphemes) 
for the five major vowels. 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.K.3c Read common high-frequency words by sight (e.g., the, of, to, you, she, my, 
is, are, do, does). 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.K.3d Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of the 
letters that differ. 
 

OBJECTIVES Through these learning activities, the student will be able to: 

Demonstrate the individual sounds that consonants, vowels, and diagraphs make to form a word by 
sounding them out using a Say It, Move It graphic organizer. 
 
Create different words by switching out consonants at the beginning and end of the words. 
 

Compare and contrast the number of sounds and the number of letters specific words have by sounding 
and spelling them out. 
 

INSTRUCTION Teaching strategy: direct instruction with guided hands-on activities 
 

Introduction/Pre-assessment 

The student will play the Say, Move it game, where he moves tokens below the designated line for every 
sound in a word. The teacher will start with easy CVC words, such as “cat, dog, hat,” etc. before moving 
on to more complicated words like “boat, tail, book, rain,” etc. This is to assess whether the student 
understands phonemes and graphemes or not. 
 

Instructional Activities 

After the exercise, the teacher will explain how some words have more letters than sounds. She will 
show a word like rain as an example. There are three sounds, but four letters, because there is an extra 
vowel in the word. The teacher will then show the student how to change the word by exchanging or 
adding letters.  For instance, rain becomes train, train becomes trail , trail becomes tail, and tail 
becomes pail. The teacher will explain as she is changing the words, how the vowel sounds also change 



depending on the word. Rain is a long /a/ sound, while pail is closer to a short /a/ with a hint of a short 
/i/ sound. 
 
The teacher and student will then work together to do the following other word building lists, explaining 
about the different sounds the vowels make, depending on the words: 
Dome 
Home 
Come 
Some  
Same 
Came 
Cane  
Pane 
 
And the list: 
Book 
Look 
Took 
Tool 
Pool 
Cool 
Fool 
Food 
Good 
 
During this exercise, the teacher will periodically pause and ask the student to find a letter to add to the 
beginning or the end of the word to change it. For example, during the first list, after changing the word 
to same, the teacher will ask the student to grab a letter and change the word. The student could pick g, 
f, t, l, etc. to create new words. By the end of the exercise, the student will have made five words of his 
own.  
 
Conclusion/Closure 

As a final formative assessment for this lesson, the student will play the Say it, Move it game again, this 
time sounding out words like book and then counting out the letters. He should see a difference in 
letters and sounds, thanks to the vowel diagraphs in each of the selected words.  
 

How this lesson provides for ASSESSMENT of student learning: 

Pre-assessment 

The student will play the Say it, Move it game, where he moves tokens below the designated line for 
every sound in a word. The teacher will start with easy CVC words, such as “cat, dog, hat,” etc. before 
moving on to more complicated words like “boat, tail, book, rain,” etc. This is to assess whether the 
student understands phonemes or not. 
 
Post-assessment 

 

The child will be able to spell at least five words on his own, changing either the beginning or the end 
letter. The student will perform the Say it, Move it game once more, this time comparing and 
contrasting the number of sounds to the number of letters in the word. 
 



The summative assessment will come at the end of two lessons. The final assessment consists of both a 
reading and a writing exercise to determine whether the student has improved his/her ability to read 
and understand vowels. First, the student will read The Foot Book by Dr. Seuss. This particular text 
features quite a few of the vowels correspondences that the student was struggling with, including 
vowels with a final e, vowels preceded or proceeded by an r, and vowel diagraphs. The hope is that the 
child will be able to read the book at instructional or independent level, meaning he will have to get 116 
or more of the 131 words correct during the IRI. If reads the story successfully, it means that he has 
either developed understanding of certain vowel rules, or he has successfully memorized these words as 
part of his list of dolch/sight words. 
 
For the second authentic assessment the child will play two rounds of the word ladder game. The 
student starts with one word at the top of the “ladder,” and he has to trade one letter in to create a new 
word on the rung below. For example, the “c” in cat is traded in for a “b” to create bat. The “t” in bat is 
traded in to make bar, etc. This assessment is used to determine whether the student understands that 
spellings of vowels and consonants must change in order to create new sounds. 
 

How this lesson provides DIFFERENTIATION for the students in this class: 

The teacher will give out oral instructions for the audial learners. She will have printed letter blocks on 
for linguistic learners. As this lesson is catered for an individual student, the teacher will move at a pace 
appropriate for him. She will model all activities for the student before letting him work on them. 
 
RESOURCES NEEDED 

Say It, Move it graphic organizer, markers for Say It, Move it, (like little erasers, coins, or pebbles), 
spelling alphabet blocks 
 

REFLECTIVE ASSESSMENT of the lesson and student success (to be hand written after lesson is taught) 

   
 


