
Prepared by: Cassandra Shirk 

Lesson title/topic: All Aboard the Word Train  Grade: Kindergarten 

Subject area: English Language Arts (Phonics and 
Spelling) 

Date: 4/23/2013 Time available: 15-30 mins for 
independent/group study 

STANDARDS/OUTCOMES addressed in this lesson: 

COMMON CORE STANDARDS 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.K.1b Recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by specific 
sequences of letters. 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.K.2 Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds 
(phonemes). 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.K.3b Associate the long and short sounds with the common spellings (graphemes) 
for the five major vowels. 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.K.3c Read common high-frequency words by sight (e.g., the, of, to, you, she, my, 
is, are, do, does). 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.K.3d Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of the 
letters that differ. 
 
Conventions of Standard English 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.K.5 With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and nuances 
in word meanings. 
 

OBJECTIVES Through these learning activities, the student will be able to: 

Demonstrate understanding of vowels with a final e, vowels preceded or proceeded by an r, and vowel 
diagraphs by sight reading words off of flashcards. 
 
Organize words by vowel patterns into “word trains.” 
 

INSTRUCTION Teaching strategy: direct instruction with guided hands-on activities 
 

Introduction/Pre-assessment 

The teacher will use flashcards to see if the student has any knowledge of vowels with a final e, vowels 
preceded or proceeded by an r, and vowel diagraphs. She will go over any words the student may be 
struggling with. 
 

Instructional Activities 

After the exercise, the teacher will ask the student to organize these words into groups according to 
their vowel patterns. Each group will make a “word train.” The groups are as follows: 
 
“Er” words 
Fern 
River 
Paper 
Herd 
Under 



 
“Or” words 
Work 
Horn 
Storm 
Corn 
 
“oo” words 
Took 
Look 
Book 
Roof 
Good 
 
“ee” and “ea” words 
Feet 
Need 
Dear 
Meet 
Read 
 
“A” words with a final “e“ 
Came 
Fame 
Same 
Game 
Name 
 
Conclusion/Closure 

As a final formative assessment for this lesson, the teacher will go over any words the student may have 
stumbled over at the beginning of the lesson to see if he remembers the proper pronunciation or not. 
 

How this lesson provides for ASSESSMENT of student learning: 

Pre-assessment 

The teacher will use flashcards to see if the student has any knowledge of vowels with a final e, vowels 
preceded or proceeded by an r, and vowel diagraphs. She will go over any words the student may be 
struggling with. 
 
Post-assessment 

 

The child will be able to organize words into groups, creating “Word trains.” 
 
The summative assessment will come at the end of two lessons. The final assessment consists of both a 
reading and a writing exercise to determine whether the student has improved his/her ability to read 
and understand vowels. First, the student will read The Foot Book by Dr. Seuss. This particular text 
features quite a few of the vowels correspondences that the student was struggling with, including 
vowels with a final e, vowels preceded or proceeded by an r, and vowel diagraphs. The hope is that the 
child will be able to read the book at instructional or independent level, meaning he will have to get 116 
or more of the 131 words correct during the IRI. If reads the story successfully, it means that he has 



either developed understanding of certain vowel rules, or he has successfully memorized these words as 
part of his list of dolch/sight words. 
 
For the second authentic assessment the child will play two rounds of the word ladder game. The 
student starts with one word at the top of the “ladder,” and he has to trade one letter in to create a new 
word on the rung below. For example, the “c” in cat is traded in for a “b” to create bat. The “t” in bat is 
traded in to make bar, etc. This assessment is used to determine whether the student understands that 
spellings of vowels and consonants must change in order to create new sounds. 
 

How this lesson provides DIFFERENTIATION for the students in this class: 

The teacher will give out oral instructions for the audial learners. She will have printed letter blocks on 
for linguistic learners. As this lesson is catered for an individual student, the teacher will move at a pace 
appropriate for him. She will model all activities for the student before letting him work on them. 
 
RESOURCES NEEDED 

“Train cars” with words to be used as flashcards and as part of the “word train,” Train engine card, 
notebook and pen for teacher 
 

REFLECTIVE ASSESSMENT of the lesson and student success (to be hand written after lesson is taught) 

   
 


